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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) rrAII An apparatus for updating a hierarchical 
classification dictionary , the updat i ng apparatus comprising: 
a processor; 

an update proposal receiving unit that receives a proposal for updating a 
hierarchical classification dictionary , the hierarchical classification dictionary having 
which has a hierarchical structure including wh i ch i nc l ud e s a class that defines the 
hierarchical structure, the class including a property defining that d e f i nes a hierarchical 
class structure[[,]] and an attribute that is a detailed information field of the class and the 
property, wherein the hierarchical classification dictionary includes and i n wh i ch a sub 
classification classes that inherit properties from class i nh e rits a prop e rty of an upper 
classification classes c l ass ; 

a proposal history storing unit that stores [[the]] past received proposals to 
update the hierarchical classification dictionary pro posa l; 

an approximate proposal extracting unit that extracts one of the past received 
proposal proposals stored by the proposal history storing unit that approximates 
a ppro x i mat e to the a latest received proposal , the extracted proposal being extracted by 
searching the past received proposals using a search technigue to determine that the 
extracted proposal approximates the latest received proposal, wherein the search 
technigue used to extract the past received proposal differs based on whether the latest 
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received proposal is a proposal to edit the hierarchical classification dictionary or a 
proposal to add to the hierarchical classification dictionary ; and 

an approximate proposal presenting unit that presents the extracted proposal. 

2. (Currently Amended) The c l assificat i on dictio n ary updating apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the proposal presented by the approximate proposal 
presenting unit contains a content of the proposal received by the update proposal 
receiving unit, a result of evaluation indicating one of rejection and acceptance of the 
proposal received by the update proposal receiving unit, a content of a comment on the 
proposal received by the update proposal receiving unit, and information on a degree of 
approximation that is a result of calculation of the degree of approximation. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The cl a ssification d i ct i on a ry updat i ng apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein when the received proposal is a proposal for adding one 
of a new class and a new property, the approximate proposal extracting unit searches 
the proposal history storing unit for a past received proposal w i th a h i gh e st va l u e of 
accumu l at e d d e gr ee of approx i mation based on respective attributes of the proposal for 
adding, to extract [[a]] the proposal that most closely approximates approx i m a t e to the 
proposal for adding. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The c l assification dictionary updating apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein when the received proposal is a proposa l for adding a 
new class, the approximate proposal extracting unit searches the proposal history 
storing unit for a proposal with a highest degree of similarity to a collection of properties 
of the proposal for adding, to extract [[a]] the proposal that approximates a pproximate to 
the proposal for adding. 

6. (Currently Amended) The c l ass i f i c a t i on d i ct i onary updating apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising an addition target searching unit that is 
configured to, when the received proposal is a proposal for adding one of a new class 
and a new property, advise of an addition target where the proposal for adding is to be 
added, according to a location of the proposal extracted by the approximate proposal 
extracting unit. 

7. (Currently Amended) The classificat i on dict i on a ry updat i ng apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein when the received proposal is a proposal for adding a 
new class, the addition target searching unit advises of the addition target according to 
a hierarchical structure of the proposal found as a result of search based on a part or a 
whole of properties of the proposal for adding. 

8. (Currently Amended) The c l ass i fication dictionary updat i ng apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein when the received proposal is a proposal for adding a 
new class, the addition target searching unit advises of the addition target according to 
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a result of comparison between a property of the proposal found as a result of search 
based on a content of an attribute of the proposal for adding, and a property of the 
proposal for adding. 

9. (Currently Amended) The c l ass i fication dictionary updat i ng apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein when the received proposal is a proposal for adding a 
new property, the addition target searching unit advises that a class that defines the 
proposal approximate to the received proposal is presented as the addition target. 

10. (Currently Amended) The c l ass i ficat i on dictionary upd a ting apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a proposal advice presenting unit that is 
configured to advise of a result of evaluation indicating rejection of the received 
proposal, when the proposal extracted by the approximate proposal extracting unit is 
identical with the received proposal. 

11. (Currently Amended) The classif i cation dict i onary updating apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising a proposal advice presenting unit that is 
configured to advise of a result of evaluation of the proposal extracted by the 
approximate proposal extracting unit as a result of evaluation of the received proposal. 

12. (Currently Amended) The classif i cat i on dictio n a r y up dat in g apparatus 
according to claim 10, further comprising an evaluating and commenting unit that makes 
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a dictionary manager evaluate and §ive comment on the received proposal according to 
the result of evaluation given as advice. 

13. (Currently Amended) The c l ass i f i cation dict i onary updat i ng apparatus 
according to claim 1 1 , further comprising an evaluating and commenting unit that makes 
a dictionary manager evaluate and give comment on the received proposal according to 
the result of evaluation given as advice. 

14. (Currently Amended) The c l ass i fication d i ctionary updat i ng apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a history statistics analyzing unit that generates statistics and analyzes a history 
of the past received proposals stored in the proposal history storing unit; and 

a reuse proposal presenting unit that extracts a past received proposal to reuse 
from the proposal history storing unit according to the statistics and the analysis of the 
history, notifies a proposer of the reuse, and presents the proposal to reuse. 

15. (Currently Amended) The classif i c a t i on d ict i onary updat i ng apparatus 
according to claim 14, further comprising a degree-of-attention presenting unit that 
presents a class, a property, and an attribute with a high degree of attention based on 
the statistics and the analysis of the history. 

16. (Currently Amended) The class i f ic at i on dict i onary updating apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: 



-7- 



Application No. 10/586,674 
Attorney Docket No. 08411.0050 



a proposal draft receiving unit that receives a proposal that approximates 
approximat e to a proposal draft; 

a simulative approximate proposal extracting unit that makes the proposal 
extracting unit search for the proposal received by the proposal draft receiving unit; and 

a simulative approximate proposal presenting unit that presents the proposal 
extracted by the simulative approximate proposal extracting unit. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of updating a classification dictionary 
executed by an apparatus for updating a hierarchical classification dictionary comprising 
a processor , the method comprising: 

receiving a proposal for updating a hierarchical classification dictionary , the 
hierarchical classification dictionary having whic h h a s a hierarchical structure including 
which i nc l ud e s a class that defines the hierarchical structure, the class including a 
property defining that d e f i n e s a hierarchical class structure^,]] and an attribute that is a 
detailed information field of the class and the property, wherein the hierarchical 
classification dictionary includes and i n which a sub classification classes that inherit 
properties from c l ass i nh erits a prope rty of a n upper classification classes cla ss ; 

storing [[the]] past received proposals to update the hierarchical classification 
dictionary proposal ; 

extracting one of the past received proposals that approximates a latest a- 
proposa l a pprox i mate to th e received proposal , the extracted proposal being extracted 



-8- 



Application No. 10/586,674 
Attorney Docket No. 08411.0050 



by searching the past received proposals using a search technique to determine that 
the extracted proposal approximates the latest received proposal, wherein the search 
technique used to extract the past received proposal differs based on whether the latest 
received proposal is a proposal to edit the hierarchical classification dictionary or a 
proposal to add to the hierarchical classification dictionary from th e propos als alread y 
stor e d ; and 

presenting the extracted proposal. 



